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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



SIR: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.56 AND 37 C.F.R. 1.97-1.98, Applicants submit the 
document cited on the attached PTO-Form 1449. The reference cited in Form 1449 is 
briefly discussed below. The reference noted in this Information Disclosure Statement 
was cited in an Canadian Office Action. Contrary to allegations made in the office 
action, this reference is not prior art. In this connection, the publication date of Duffy is 



after applicant's priority date of November 10, 2000. Moreover, even if the effective 
prior art date of Duffy is Duffy's priority date of 17 March 2000, Duffy nevertheless is 
not prior art against applicant. 

Duffy, at page 4, states — " Alternatively, said fibres may be mixed with said 
refractory/' This disclosure can not be accorded an effective prior art date before 
Duffy's international filing date of March 9, 2001. In this connection, both Duffy's US 
priority document 09/677757 (Now US Pat. 6450243) and Duffy's GB priority document 
0006581.3 are silent as to applicants claimed dry blends of refractory filler and 
refractory fiber. Since each of these priority documents is silent re applicant's claimed 
dry blends, then Duffy's aforementioned disclosure at page 4 is new matter 
relative to the priority documents. Accordingly, the phrase -"Alternatively, said fibres 
may be mixed with said refractory." — can not be accorded an effective prior art date 
before Duffy's international filing date of March 9, 2001. Since Duffy's international 
filing date of March 9, 2001 is later than applicants priority date of November 10, 2000, 
Duffy's above-identified disclosure re mixtures of fibers and refractory is not prior art 
to applicant. 
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